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Critter Connection
12pm in Mysteries of the Marsh

Butterfly Release
2pm in the Butterfly Haven

Animal Feeding
1pm in Mysteries of the Marsh

DAILY PROGRAMS



MUSEUM STOREBATHROOMSTAIRS ELEVATOR FRONT DESKCAFÉ ATM
KEY

MYSTERIES  
OF THE MARSH 
Explore seven different types of 
wetlands you can find near your 
home and examine the Museum’s 
Living Collection of reptiles, 
amphibians, and various 
invertebrates. 

ENDANGERED BEAUTY 

Photographer Carol Freeman reveals 
stunning photographs of Illinois’ endangered 
and threatened species, from delicate 
quarter-inch insects to powerful predators.

ENTRANCE

Art Gallery

The Extreme 

Green House

Hands-on

Habitat

Nature’s  

Lunchbox

ISTOCK FAMILY
LOOK-IN LAB
Watch as Museum scientists and 
volunteers care for and study 
the animals that comprise the 
Museum’s Living Collection.

level 1

 Teacher  
Leadership 

Center

RiverWorks

Istock Family Butterfly
Conservation Lab

See back side for 
Nature Trails



JUDY ISTOCK  
BUTTERFLY HAVEN 
Immerse yourself in our internationally 
 renowned tropical greenhouse teeming 
with exotic  birds and more than 
1,000 soaring  butterflies. 

BIRDS OF PARADISE 
Experience the birds-of-paradises’ cinematic 
courtship dances, puffed-out plumage, wild 
calls, and wacky behaviors through games, 
hands-on activities, and interactive displays 
on research and conservation! 

The Extreme 

Green House
Science Labs

Beecher Collections

Laboratory

Heritage of the Chicago 

Academy of Sciences

The Bird House
North Gallery

Art Gallery

South Gallery

Micole Birdwalk   •   Rooftop Garden

WILDERNESS WALK
Take a stroll through Illinois 
ecology in  recreated native 
prairie, savanna, and 
dune ecosystems complete 
with authentic  sounds and 
preserved animals.

level 2

level 3 



accessible path

nature trail

informational sign

BIRD GARDEN
Many birds travel through Chicago as they migrate to 

different locations throughout the year. This bird garden is 
planted with trees, shrubs, and groundcover that offer food, 

protection, and nesting sites to birds in the area.

PICKERELWEED POND
This small wetland provides a home for plants, animals, 
and other living things. It gets its name from a flowering 

wetland plant known as pickerelweed. Invertebrates such 
as dragonflies, beetles, and snails, and vertebrates such 

as Canada geese and tadpoles, can often be found in this 
small pond.

ELIZABETH PLOTNICK TALLGRASS PRAIRIE
Prairies are home to many grasses and wildflowers but 

very few, if any, trees. Fires help to control the growth of 
non-prairie plants like trees. Prairie plants survive these fires 

because their growing buds are below ground.

BUR OAK SAVANNA
Savannas are grasslands with scattered trees.  

Fire-resistant bur oak trees are speckled throughout this 
savanna, providing a mix of sun and shade for the plants 

that grow beneath them.

URBAN VEGETABLE GARDEN
The edible plants in this garden—onions, herbs, tomatoes, 

and more—grow well in the Chicago area. Our 
horticulturists start planting seeds in the early spring and 
keep the harvest going all through the growing season.

NORTH POND OBSERVATION PIER
The pier overlooks the North Pond Nature Sanctuary, a 
vibrant wetland right in the middle of Lincoln Park. It is a 

vantage point for the over 200 resident and migratory bird 
species, the 100 native plant species and the thousands  

of insects, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians that 
 live here year-round.

WOODY WICKHAM BUTTERFLY GARDEN
The flowers in this garden provide nectar to butterflies, 

other insects, and birds that are attracted by the flowers’ 
bright colors and scents. This garden also contains  

host plants, or specific plants on which butterflies will  
lay their eggs.

N

BLACK OAK SAND SAVANNA
In a savanna, trees (in this case, black oak trees) grow scattered 
among the grasses and wildflowers. The plants in the Black Oak 

Sand Savanna are growing in sandy soil that was once a sand dune 
on Lake Michigan’s shore.

PARKLAND
This parkland has a traditional lawn area 
and many scattered shade trees. Several 
bird feeders attract birds and squirrels to 

this area.
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