
Scarlet Tanager 
(Piranga olivacea)

Some animals change their color for the 
breeding season, growing more colorful 
plumage in the spring and summer to   
attract a mate, then molt (shed their fur 
or feathers) again in the fall into their 
more camouflaged  colors. Male Scarlet 
Tanagers sport bright red plumage in 
the spring and summer breeding season 
and change back to yellow-green 
plumage in the fall.

Cut out the paper dolls and coats 
below to explore how animals 
change from season to season. 
Then, create your own seasonal 
covering using crayons, markers, 
or colored pencils.



Least Weasel
(Mustela nivalis)

Least Weasels are the smallest Mustelid 
(member of the weasel family) found in 
Illinois. These little weasels hunt even 
smaller prey, such as mice and voles. 
They may also be hunted themselves, so 
have to watch out for foxes, hawks, and 
owls. Camouflage -- an adaptive 
coloration -- helps an animal blend in 
with its surroundings. In the summer, 
Least Weasels have a brown coat with a 
whitish belly. This helps them 
camouflage with the forest floor, prairie, 
or desert. In the winter, their pelage, or 
fur, changes to white to blend in with 
their snowy environment. The only part 
that doesn’t change color is the tip of 
their tail, which stays black year-round.

Cut out the paper dolls and coats 
below to explore how animals 
change from season to season. 
Then, create your own seasonal 
covering using crayons, markers, 
or colored pencils.



Snowshoe Hare
(Lepus americanus)

Snowshoe Hares are found in more 
northern latitudes of North America, and 
live in forested areas. Hares change from 
their summer brown coat to a thick, 
white one in the winter where there is 
snow to hide from predators. Many 
animals grow a more dense coat in the 
winter to help them keep warm. Do you 
have a dog or cat that gets a thick 
underfur in the winter time? Your winter 
coat is also probably thicker than your 
spring jacket--it’s designed to keep you 
warm! In addition to growing a thicker 
winter coat, scientists have learned that 
the white winter hairs are also generally 
thicker than the animal’s summer hairs, 
helping to keep the animal even warmer.

Cut out the paper dolls and coats 
below to explore how animals 
change from season to season. 
Then, create your own seasonal 
covering using crayons, markers, 
or colored pencils.



Willow Ptarmigan
(Lagopus muta)

Mammals aren’t the only animals that 
change into winter camouflage. 
Ptarmigans, such as the Willow Ptarmigan, 
molt (shed their feathers) from their 
summer feathers to winter feathers. 
Ptarmigans are ground dwelling birds and 
although they can fly, they seem to choose 
to stay on the ground and hide rather than 
fly away from danger. Their camouflage 
coloration helps them to more e�ectively 
hide from predators.

How do you think animals know when to 
change their colors? Animals take a lot of 
cues from their environment. The weather 
gets cooler. The length of daylight 
changes. These cyclical seasonal changes 
give animals cues to transition their coats.

Cut out the paper dolls and coats 
below to explore how animals 
change from season to season. 
Then, create your own seasonal 
covering using crayons, markers, 
or colored pencils.




